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" APPRGPRIATING DEAD BODIES FOR SURGICAL
: PURPOSES.
—~——
T0 THE EDITOR.
s1B,—1 observed in the last Liverpool Mercury an
account of the disinterment of thirty-three dead bodies;
in which it ‘was stated that this occurrence had produced &

mankind receive greatand incalculable benefits. Through
the churcbynrd robber, the interests of a mighty and im-
portant science are promoted, the attacks of disease are re-

pelled, and death is oft set at defiance.
There is, generally, Sir, in cases of disinterment, for the
purpo.es of dissection, a great cry about it being revolting
s inst the laws of God,~—dreadful te con-

great sensation in your town, and that popul indignati
was much raised in codbequence of it.

 This account, Sir, has been copied into many of the pro-
vincial papers, and, ‘tio doubt, will figure in the columns
of the London oness~so that popular-indignation will nat
only rage in Liverpool, but throughout the whole empire

lemplate, &ec. Thu, Sir, is the merest gabble. Answer
we this, all ye who shudder at the idea of dissection:—
which is the most appalling to contemplate—the worm and
eorruption feeding on a dead body, or the dissecting knife

civilized and savage communities. We are aware, there-
fore, that the expression of an opinion, not in unison with
the prevailing prejudices on the subject, will render us
liable to misrepresentation, and, perhaps, severc animad-
version. We have a duty to perform, however, and we
have more than once, of late, reproached ourselves for
having shrunk from disch it, out of defé to
popular feeling, which, h 1 and uni 1

ought not to be permitted to operate to the serious detri-
ment of science and h y. - It is undeniable, that if
human subjects for dissection cannot be had in dmcmm-

of thevmnmmm pm-u.ug it? It boots not to the dead | try, the progress of will be seriously i d, if
their a mass of loath not altogeth d. Such isthe oppmm ‘made in
tion, or whether, by the means of science, they b Scotland to the p g of bodies by the ordinary means ;

atry will be raised against such ana“trr::zn‘:ly.atbe
disinterment of déad bodies for the p au
Strange illusion ! that the very cause which can alone re-
tard the stroke of death, should become & theme of disgust
and horror, and that, with the charactéristic of brawling
ignorance, the millions of Britain should wish'and strive to
retard the advance of a science which arrays: itself against
disease and paip?

I must’ confess, Sir, that I did not expect to find the
_ elitor of the Mercury arraying himself agaitist the resut-
“vectionists.  Fiis efforts_forthe promotiow of science have
been great, and attended ‘with no small degree of success.

- How strange ‘thén is it for him to'raise his voice in‘aid of
: pq:uln clamour, and cry down the only process by which

ﬂoumhmg'

Having made :hen preliminary remarks, T shall' now,
Siry vmh your lenve, proceed tostate 8 few reasons why
the p of disi for'the purposes of dissection,
oughtto continue, though both thelnw and the popular
voice are against it. I am well aware that, in thus sup-
porting the cause of: the resurrectionist, I shall have but
few admirers ; yet conscious of the  justice of my cause, I
do not scruple to array myself-gnna prejudices the most
unjust and unfounded.

The greatest of all hle-mgx. Sir, is healths without it
l«mh:g'and affluence, wit, beauty, and honor, are but
Bdust in the balance; and this.earth, with all its beauty | |
and all its ‘grandeur, becomes a ‘dreary and"appalling
desert. If such be: the importance of health, ought not
that to be cherished which is the foe of the foes of health,
udwhich, when health can no longer wat against disease,
alone pi s the approach ‘of dissolution? All will
answer in the affirmative. - But how can this foe to disease
be cherished and strengthened ? By the practice of ana-

1.0

can obmn or render’ his science

%my. “And how can the practice of anatomy be carried |

#n? By the dissection of dead bodics. Let us pause,
and wonder at the folly of those who, in the face of so

obvious a truth, would wish to prevent the anatomist from |°

nbtammg subjects for the purposes of dissection.

But it may be remarked, that, though ‘the science of
natomy be in itselt so important, it ought not to be ‘car-
M on by the violation ‘of the resting-place of thie dead.

ly not, if subjects could be obtained by any other
means: and if those who urge this argument cannot show
these means, they are not warranted in exdaimmg against
thnohbery of the churchyard.

Itis stnnge, Sir, that while popular exccration rests

w

subservient to the interests of the living ; but to the living
it is an object of the greatest importance that every dis-
covery should be made by which their lives could be pro-
longed. If this e, I shall then
join in the uni 1 clamour against the ionist,
*¢ but not till then.”

I must bring this epistle to a close. In my next I in-
tend to pursue this subject further; and, in the mean-
time, chl.l.lmge all the oppmﬁon that can be brought
forward against me, to answer the first part of my argu-
ment. Hoping you will have no objection to insert this,
I remain, yours, : EDGAR.

Manchester, Oct, 18, 1826, A 5

The observation of the writer of the foregoing let!er,
which applies to the editor of the Mercury, requires a
brief’ explanation, which we shall here offer. Our cor-
respondent must be aware that many of  the articles which
appear in a newspaper, and. particularly notices of local
occurrences, are copied from one paper into another, with-
out being always revised or remodelled by the editor of

sosummuyxuhe vengeance with which the resurrection
men are there visited when detected, that unless some
legislative méans be speedily adopted, the study of ans.
tomy -will be altogether discontinued, and the pupils
must pursue their medical studies in other countrics,
where less formidable obstacles,to the progress of their
pursuits exist.*

*The very extraordinary sentence htc]y puled upon two
individuals in this town, who were detected in the act of
removing a body, must be fresh in the recollection of our
readers; and, while few persons will go.the length of openly
approving the practice in which they were detected. we have
not conversed with a single person who does not think with
us, that the punishment is excessive.  For our own. pmv.
were we in the habit of deriving profit or i
the dissection of subjects obtained by means nlmhr to
those for which the persons in question have been doomed

to we shuuld hnvo mlde
ita pomt of honour and of toil
every possible ck 1, fora of sucha pumsh-

ment, and if our efforts pmved abortive, we should at

as applied to those agents who are usually termed resur-
rection men, thus found its way into the Mercury : and it
is this c!rcumstmce, we presume, to which our correspon-
dent alludes in his observation concerning the editor of
the Mercury.

In order to put our P of our
own opinion upon this subject, we ahall here transcribe
from the Mercury a brief editorial article, which appeared
in the 14th vol. of that journal, published May 20, 1825 :

RESURRECTION: MEN, AND IMPEDIMENTS TO THE ~
PROGRESS OF ANATOMY.

——
Veneration for the dead is eonnected with the noblest and

of our but the ion of the
happiness of the living.is a duty from which we can never be
exnnermd.-—Wulm{mter Beulew

the paper into which l,hey are ferred. The least have done every thing in our powe'l‘ to mder the
g the recent d of thirty-three human | period of i n as little i
bodus was one of this desctiption ; and the term mi “Itis h ng lar, that wlnl: itis admmed that
human subjccts must bep d for

the agents who provide such mb,vem should be regnrded
with general horror and aversion. As it will not be denied
that these men are necessary evils, under the present system,
this passage in the Gospel of St. Matthew is literally appli.
cable to their profession, and the odium, it entails upon
them—-¢ For it must needs be that offences come ; but woe
to that man by whom the offence cometh.” Chap. xviii.
verse 7. Their crime, like that of theft amongst the Spar-
tans, does not consist so much in the act itself, as in having
suffered themselves to be detected ; and the lighit in which
they are regarded, reminds us of one of the many pecu-
liarities which prevailed amongst the Egyptians, It was

® ¢« The Medical School at Edinburgh, in fact, is now sub.
sisting y on its past and’in the course of a
few years it will be entirely at an end, unless the system be
changed.”—Westminster Review, No. 111, p. 85,

*¢ Although lhc title we hnve d to the
artile may, for & moment, startle many of our readets,
we entreat their attention to what we have to offer upon a
matter of the highest importance, and one which must
very soon be obtruded upon their notice and that of the
legislature, The subjectis one of great delicacy, which can,

-
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“ The averag, of in Ed Is

700 each session. For samg years past, the dificulty nf pro-

curing suhjects has been s0 great, that out of all that number

not more than 150 or 200 have ever atten:pted to dissect; and

even these have Jatterly been 80 opposed in their endeavours

to prosecute thelr studies, that many of them have left the
place in disgust."—1Ibid. p. 86
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< ial in the op of that singular people, that the
body, after death, should be as long as possible preserved

. prigons, not claimed by rehuons or mends willing to incur
“the c expense of their turial, should, by

e

by then- Lord, the vassals refuscd toobey The Abbot,

over before there would
be a sufficient number of bodies for anatomical purposes,
and the spoliation of the tomb (which, though so brutalizing,
: is at present necessary) would cease; and provision might be
made, in any enactment, for the decent interment of the
remains, after the purposes of-the anatomist shall have been

from decay, and the process of embalming was, of course,
held in the highest estimation amongst them ; and yet the *
persons who performed this indispensible operation, were,
like our modern resurrection men, avoided and reviled.
We cannot immediately adduce the precise English autho- ! e
rity upon which we state this circumetance, but we find the | %
singular comcidence thus noticed by a French author:— ' cnrrih:atbf: 2;;” gz‘:m:&m;&:&m d:h‘:-t tt::
* Comme ils faisoicnt dcpendre le bonheur des morts de Ia | dread of dissection ‘might prevent many poor ohjects from
conservation des cadavres, ils avoient un arl mnvnllcur into work or-public whom indi-
pour les embaumer, dc sorle que lcurs momics durcnt en- § g&'f;:;:“:::g;‘g:"u‘r‘:“::;‘:;e;t?:p?:x::fh&';:‘y‘:’;
core; cependant, par unc contradiction absarde, coux quil oo feeling should arise, it would be of short continuance
_fuisoicnt U'operation, éloient en horreur aprés avoir touché | only; for the hospitals at Paris, where a similar practice pre-
aux cadavres, ct prenoicnt la fuite. vails, are always filled. And your petitioners humbly sug-
** Before we take leave of the subject, we must not omit 5?;0;?‘;:::: “;;ﬁ:;“z?i’::y;:x;‘gwm gesf;"d‘:;
to call the particular attention of our readers to an excel-
lent article in the third number of the Westminster Re-

view, entitled * The Use of the Dead to the Living.’
Nearly fortv pages are there devoted to the investigation
of this important matter: and many useful hints are
given with a view to facilitate the means of obtaining
human subjects for anatomical purposes, without having
recourse to thd present furtive and revolting expedients.
We must refer to the work itself for the specification of
those plans, merely observing here, that the Reviewers
T d that ¢ all unclaimed dead bodies in the cha-
ritable instituticns, -or in the streets, be delivered up ‘to
disscction previously to interment, as was the practice in
Edinburgh a century ago.” We shall only say, in con-
clusion, that we should fcel no uneasiness'whatever, were

less revolting to the mind, than their disinterment for the
Same purpose. %

Your 3, th pray, that your
able House will be pleased to take into consideration the diffj-
culties of acquiring anatomical knowledge in this country
under the existing laws; and that your honourable House
will be pleased to such legislati as may
supply the students of anatomy in this eolmtry with dead’
bodies, and may, at the same time, put an end to the revolt-
ing practice of disinterring the dead.

And your petitioners, &c.

o

Tales, Romanees, Kr.

we convinced that our own body would, after death, be [ORIGINAL.]
rendered in any way useful to the livings and we can T b
herefore entirely approve of the fon 't which'we MONKISH LEGENDS.
have just alluded, without becoming fairly subject to the NO. I.

imputation of *not doing to others as we would they
should do unto us.’” (=

THE FATE OF WALDECK.
—

About the beginning of the thirteenth century, when
the powers of the Emperors of Germany were too feeble
to control the Princes of the empire, and when each noble
who possessed a fortified habitation, and’ a few barren
acres around #, lorded with absolute sway over his vassals,
flourished the Baron of Hernswolf. The castle of Herns-
wolf stood on an eminence on'the borders of the Black
Forest, and was originally one of .the strong-holds which
the Emperor Chatlemagne erected when he subdued Ger-
many. At the time our story commences, Conrad, the
sixth baron of Hermwolf, was its lord, and havmg by his
alliance with the daugt of a neigk g baron, in-
d his power and territory, the castle was enlarged
and fortified, and rendered one of the'st in Ger-

Connected with this subject, the following petition

will be: perused et this time with more than ordinary
interest ;=

To 11k HONOURABLE THE CosimoNs oF THE UNITED KiNGpoN or
GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND, IN PARLIAMENT ASSEMBLED.
The humble Petition of the undersigned Members of the Liverpool
Literary and Philosophical Socicty,

SHOWETH,

That with H k dge of the y of the
human body, as it appears to your petitioners, the professors
of medlc!ne and lurxen arc unable to afford any reasonable

e prog of disease, or of remedying
the ueldmu to which the human frame is liable. .

That such an ledge of l-onlytobe

acquired by patient, and s, and rep

them; and that the opening of the dcad. before interment is ||

d to thunder forth excommunication
against the ‘Baron and his vassals, but before he could ac.
complish this, Conrad resqlved, by one bold stroke, torid -
himself for ever of the monks of St. Werburgh, and to
annex their lands to his own. For the purpose of the
better accomplishment of his designs, Conrad had entmd
into treaty with a band of Free Companions, mercemm.,
who sold their services to the highest hidder, and w 0,
living alawless life, ¢ cared neither for the Church nor the
Emperor. The leader of this band, Martin~ Waldeck,
readily undertook for a stipulated sum, to attack the mo:
nastery and murder the monks. so_that no intelligence of
the outrage might reach the Pope, the Amly power able to
avenge n. For this purpose he assembled hu hand and

d to the ks, hav
',cewed notice of -his- approach, closed ‘thie gates,

\the lattice of the church excommunicated the Baron of
Hernswolf, his vassals, and retainers.. Baffled in his pro.

| Ject, Waldeek - remmed to. the castle, and informed the

Baron of ‘the ill success: of bm.expedmon nothmg could
exceed ‘the dismay. of Conrad, at ‘the disastrous tidings.
¢+ Waldeck - (said he).these munks must be exterminated 3
bound by the sacred oath I made my, father on_his dying
bed, I must, now 1.am able to brayethe Emperor, destroy
them.” , * Baron of Hernswolf (returned Waldeck) that,
task be mine; by hell I swear, though. fiends receive my.
soul the next moment, I will.root up the monks and de.
stroy their ‘habitation:”. ¢ But the means?. the;means?
good Waldeck (replied the Baron.), \Ere this the Abbot
will have despatched a courier to Rome, and the Pope

“| will command every-noble of the- empire to war against

me.” - ¢ This emissary must be stopped, (said Waldeck;)
the road to Italy passes near the castle 5 I will watch the
courier’s approach, and rid you of any fear -on his account;
this done, soon  shall the monastery become' the grave of
its inmates.”: Saymg this, Waldeck quitted the apartment,
and soon after left the castle.

Theé shades of night drew on, as Waldeck: sallied from
the castle (for he calculated, and truly so, that the monks
would not send their emissary until night would enable
him to pmeed unobserved.) It was a calm and beautiful
summer evening;_the moon shed a halo of light over
streams, and fields, and waving trees; the stars ‘of heaven
beamed brightly from their thrones ; not a breath of air
disturded the deep repose of even, and no sound broke on
‘Waldeck's ear, save the trampling of his horses: but
wholly absorbed - in anticipation of vengeance, he heeded
not the calm beauties of the night, and rode.on in gloomy
silence. When Waldeck arrived at-the place which the
cmlsmy must pass, he dmnonnted from his horse, and:

uand the students of anatomy in this country have, xeneruly.
been supplied with bodies by the disinterment of the dead.’

‘That, during the last century, it was declared by the Judges
to be an offence at the common law to disinter the dead, even
for the purpase of disscction, as being contrary to public
decency.

That your petitioners unreservedly admit, thlt the present
system of disinterring the dead is
and that some other plan should, vruhout dehy. be adopted n
itsstead. dtis of men
in the night time in the ucrat breach of the llwu isa nursery

* for crime, as the continued commission of one offence leads
men, by degrees, to the digregard of all moral obligation; and
1t is disgusting, because the invasion of the grave offends
against the natural feelings of mankind: but your petitioners
humbly submit to your hanourable House, that until some |
means shall be devised for supplying \!
with subjects, without recourse being had to exhumation,

many.

At a few miles’ distance from the castle stood the monas-
tery of St. Werburgh; it was founded by Rodolph, third
baron of ‘Hergswolf, and endowed with a third of his
lands. For this munificent grant, the successors of Ro-
dolph cherished a hatred deep and intense against the
Abbot and brethren of St. Werburgh, but feeling them-
sclves too weak to brave the thunders of the church, they
were constraitied to nourish their hatred in silence, though
cach Baron on his death-bed obliged his successor to
swear -irreconcileable enmity to the monks of St. Wer-
burgh, ard to pause at no means'by which they could be
d. 'This hatred 'Conrad-inherited from- his
father ; and having been taught from his eatlicst years to
the practice must, necessarily, prevail. ‘ reganx the monks as the robbers of his inheritance, it was

That of l:x-!:1 rr:-::e::;s .:::::::?ﬁr:ﬁ :&m { with joy he found himself, by his marriage with -the

umerous, e
?lon: and, in c:!:lequence. the number of dead bodies fur‘ g:“lﬁ::;;; Baron Ernest, able 0 M'Mk the  enjoyers

dissection have d, and the
of the anatomist have been thereby greatly fettered, They| The first step Conrad took was to order his vassals to
the services of the monastery. This pro-

have increased, too, the rapacity of the disinterrers of the  cease attending
dead, and have compelied students to leave London and Edin- * quced a e from Ingulpt the Abbot; but
Conrad replied with insulting taunts. These the Abbot

burgh for Dublin and Paris, where the difficultics of acquiring
That your petitioners beg to .u.gu;, that if the bodies of bore in silerice, and omitted no opportunity of p di

d the, g of his victim. Some hours
elnpwd and no person appeared but Waldeck kept at his.
post. . The moon now shone with redoubled. lustre, and
tinged with a silvery brightuess the boughs which overhung
his path 3 a soft wind sighed gently through, the forest;
and it seemed,: as if borne by the breeze, a voice came,
which said, ¢ Waldeck, forbeat!”” but the Free Companion
was unmoved. * Though hell be my portion {said he) I
will fulfil my pronfise.”” Allagain was silent 3 the moon’s
rays were withdrawn, though no cloud hadowed her,
and a hoarse; murinur sounded through the forest, ! Thy
doom issealed !’ but thc undaunted man continued at his
post undismayed. - At length he heard the trampling of a
horse, and soon perceived a monk of the monastery of St.
Werburgh approaching ; in fact, it was the Abbot himself,
who was proceeding to Rome, as well on account of the

ge his ry, had ined, as to perform a pil-
gnmage hebad long meditated. Ingulphus took this rash
step, foolishly imagining that the ication he
had fulminated against the Baron would effectually pro-

tect the monastery from all danger.
When the Abbot approached, Waldeck sprung forward,
and seizing lum by the waist, cast him to the ground. The
gulpt whenihe beheld the ruthless as

anatomical knowledge are not so great.
parsons dying in hospitals, work P ies, and the vassals to attend the festivals of the church but awed
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| sassin rmiy to pluuge adagger intp his bosom, exclsimed,
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